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NOTES ON CONTRIBUTORS 
Margherita Benzi earned her degree in Philosophy in 1981 by defending a thesis 
on “The Logical Interpretation of Probability by Rudolf Camap.” She has pub- 
lished articles on the history of probability theory and its interpretations, among 
which is “Sull’applicabilita della regola di successione di Laplace” (Statistica, 
1982). At present she is studying the Italian contributions to the debate on the 
concept of probability in the first half of the 20th century, with particular regard to 
the earlier works of Bruno de Finetti. 
Jean Dhombres is Professor of Mathematics at the University of Nantes, working 
in functional analysis. He is presently director of the graduate center for history of 
science and president of the French Society for History of Science and Technol- 
ogy. His researches in history at the moment concern the evolution of analysis 
from Euler to Cauchy. He also studies the role of institutions in the development 
of science (see Histoire de 1’Ecole Polytechnique [Paris: Belin, 19871). 
Angelo Guerraggio is Professor of Mathematics at the University of Turin and 
“L. Bocconi” of Milan. His principal area of research is the history of mathemati- 
cal analysis and, particularly, the development of the Italian school from the last 
decades of the 19th century. 
R. C. Gupta received his Ph.D. in the History of Mathematics from Ranchi 
University in 1971. He is Professor of Mathematics and in charge of the Research 
Centre for History of Science at the Birla Institute of Technology, Mesra, Ranchi. 
He is a member of the Executive Committee of the International Commission on 
the History of Mathematics, and the Founding Editor of Gannita Bharati (ISSN 
0970-0307), an international journal. He is a member of the (Indian) National 
Committee for the IUHPS, life member of about a score of learned societies, and 
the Editorial and Publication Secretary of the Indian Society for History of Mathe- 
matics. His main area of research is exact sciences before Newton and he has 
published more than 200 articles, reviews, and reports on various topics. 
Fritz Nagel, Ph.D., was born in 1940 and is a Swiss citizen. He is co-editor of the 
Bernoulli-Edition der Nuturforschenden Gesellschuft in Basel, collaborator of the 
edition of the opera omnia of Nicolaus Cusanus by the Heidelberg Academy of 
Science, a member of the Austrian Society for History of Science, and a corre- 
sponding member of the German Society for History of Sciences. His main areas 
of research are the history of science in the stage of transition from the late Middle 
Ages to the Renaissance, the history of mathematics in the period of Leibniz and 
his successors, and studies on the scientific correspondance, especially the un- 
published manuscripts, of the Bernoulli family in Basel. He has published articles 
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on Nicolaus Cusanus, Johannes Reuchlin, Johann I Bernoulli, and problems of 
editing scientific texts. 
Michel Pensivy belongs to the research group in history of mathematics of the 
University of Nantes. He teaches mathematics in a “classe de Mathematiques 
Speciales,” where future engineers are trained. In October 1986, he presented his 
thesis entitled: “Jalons historiques pour une Cpistemologie de la serie infinie du 
binome,” which is to be printed in an issue of “Sciences et Techniques en Per- 
spective” (Nantes). His main area of research is analysis from 1660 to 1830. 
Robin E. Rider is head of the History of Science and Technology Program at The 
Brancroft Library, University of California, Berkeley. She is currently working 
on a history of operations research in the United States. 
Winfried Scharlau is Professor of Mathematics at the University of Mtinster. He 
received his Ph.D. degree in 1967 at the University of Bonn. His main fields of 
research are algebra and number theory. He is editor of the series “Dokumente 
zur Geschichte der Mathematik” published by the German Mathematical Society. 
Christoph J. Scriba received his doctorate from the University of Giessen in 1957, 
was lecturer and assistant professor at various universities in North America, and 
is Professor for the History of Science at the Institut fur Geschichte der Natur- 
wissenschaften, Mathematik und Technik of the University of Hamburg. He 
is at present treasurer of the International Commission on the History of Mathe- 
matics. 
Victor E. Thoren is Professor of the History of Science at Indiana University. He 
has published articles on many aspects of the work of Tycho Brahe and is cur- 
rently completing a biography of him. 
